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am willing to be wretched myself, but I don't want you to be,
not you."
Another great sinner is Svidrigailov in whose household
Raskolnikov's sister is employed as a governess. This cynic
who pursues the young woman with his advances is a total
unbeliever, afraid of nothing. According to him, the future
life is nothing but "a little room, something like a bathroom
in the country, stuffy, with spiders in the corners; there is
the whole of eternity for you." He takes his pleasures wher-
ever he finds them and is unconcerned over the possible con-
sequences of his whims.
"Imagine, I gave her only two blows with my riding crop,"
he says, referring to his dead wife. Before that, he had raped
a little deaf-mute of fourteen, who hanged herself in a barn
when he left.
Svidrigailov follows Dunia to St. Petersburg and tries to
seduce her. He lures her into a room and promises to save
her brother, whose confession he has overheard, on the con-
dition that she give herself to him. Dunia seizes a gun but,
as she is about to kill her seducer, throws down the weapon
in disgust. And he, seeing that she does not love him enough
to kill him, sadly lets her go. Her dignified refusal over-
whelms him. He, who never loved or hated anyone, is now
aroused to passion.
"That night until ten o'clock he spent visiting pothouses
and brothels."
After giving Sonia a large sum of money he stops at the
house of his fiancee, a sickly girl whose unfortunate parents
have sold her to him, and makes a present of fifteen thousand
rubles to the family. Finally he rents a room in a dingy hotel
and bravely tries to sleep, but successive nightmares wear
him out. In a dream he sees a child lying in a coffin, and he